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Thanks to
Bev Page

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER: MILFOIL, HIGH WATER,
ANNUAL MEETING AND FIRE/EMT ACCESS

Milfoil: We had a spectacular July this 
year....unfortunately it happened in 
September.  After that on-again, 
off-again summer weather, the 
approach to fall was marked by the 
best stretch of weather all year.  And 
that warm September enabled Bre 
Grabil and the Professional Lake 
Management crew to effectively 
apply Eurasian Water Milfoil 
treatment to 7 acres along the drop-
off of the south shore of the lake on 
October 3rd.  The weather turned 
shortly thereafter.

Most LHLA members were gone by 
the time DEQ had the permission 
slip form approved.  And while 
we had a signed permission  slip 
from Watervale’s owners to treat 
the entire area of shoreline from 
the South end, around the Bay, 
along Boo-Hoo and the Outlet, and 
finishing at the south end of Camp 
Lookout property, the DEQ said it 
needed additional paperwork about 
ownership to do anything more 
than just the immediate area around 
the Watervale Resort property and a 
few adjacent year-rounder houses 
that had signed newly-designed 
permission slips. SO....

There is a special section that Mark 
Smith and PLM have put together 
for LHLA members which explains 
the EWM issue very thoroughly, and 
on page 7 of this newsletter there’s a 
permission slip (yes, it IS different 
from the Phragmites slip) which 
PLM needs you to sign to get the 

requisite permit for spraying the 
rest of LHL next spring.  

This is not, unfortunately, a 
“one-and-done” event. The 
LHLA membership approved an 
expenditure of up to $10, 000 
this year for the initial study (the 
map of EWM areas around the 
lake are included in the special 
section), treatment plan, and initial 
treatment. Next year will cost more 
than double that to treat the rest 
of the lake. And we will have to be 
vigilant against regrowth every year 
thereafter for spot treatments. But 
we are acting aggressively to control 
this pernicious invasive. EWM can 
positively and quickly ruin a lake 
like ours if we don’t.

High Lake Water:  This year has 
been one in which high water on 
the “Big Lake”, coupled with lots 
of high wind/high wave days, has 
caused the Outlet to need “dig-outs” 
repeatedly.  Skip Noble on Watervale 
Road frequently walks his dog down 
to the outlet, and has been involved 
in a lot of those dig-outs. He has 
volunteered to be the “go-to guy” in 
organizing a crew of folks who are 
willing and able to help out when 
the Outlet gets plugged up.  

So if you are ready to help out when 
you’re at the Lake, call Skip at 231-
352-7035 and he’ll put you on the 
roster.  We need all the help we can 
get.

As you’ll see elsewhere in this 
newsletter, Bev has “given 
her notice” after 16 years of 
organizing and supervising 
the food purchases, the set-
up, kitchen crew and lay-
out of the Annual Meeting 
luncheon spread.  We all owe 
her our thanks. She has a well-
organized and complete “play-
book” for the event, but we 
need someone to step up and 
take over. Most of the existing 
crew are willing to stay with 
their present tasks, so the new 
person can take over a smoothly 
functioning operation.  Bev’s 
number is listed with her 
letter to the membership. The 
2018 Annual Meeting will be 
Thursday July 5 at noon.

LHLA has long expressed 
our concerns over the lack of 
access to the Conservancy tracts 
south of Watervale for Fire and 
EMT vehicles. Josh Mills, City 
Manager of Frankfort, says he 
has been in conversation with 
the Grand Traverse Regional 
Land Conservancy about access 
to Conservancy property. Josh is 
hopeful a plan will be forthcoming 
soon. No action to date, however.

Fire & Emergency 
Access to Mott & 
Arcadia Dunes: 
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Cottage lights are fewer around the shore, while 
the waters of the lake rise ever higher.  The US 
Army Corp of Engineers’ October Bulletin for the 
Great Lakes show Michigan-Huron water levels 
almost 2 FEET HIGHER in October of 1986 vs. 
October 2017. Even so, this past summer and 
fall dock sections have floated away, boats have 
gone off lifts, and kayaks, canoes and rowboats 
have drifted off shore.

A sunbeam amid flood warnings for Lower NW  
Michigan is the projection ever downward of Lake 
Michigan and, “the good Lord willing and the 
creek don’t rise”, Lower Herring Lake. Time will tell 
and in the meantime we dig out the Outlet ... and 
we dig and we dig and we dig and then the wind 
comes up and fills it in. And so it goes! The valiant 
diggers havre included Skip Noble, Fred Oeflein, 
John Meade, Tom Engdahl and Mark Smith, along 
with seasonal diggers Kirk Duncan and Paul Olin 
among others.

Once upon the high water times, Jim Hunt drove 
his bulldozer over the dune to the Outlet. Now the 
beach is too narrow for mechanical means to get 
here. In winter, if it is open when everything freezes, 
it will stay open.  The ice will be a good thing.
 
Beware!  When the Outlet opens after these intense 
high water times, the current will be ferocious, the 
sand will be quick and Lake Michigan is already cold 
as Fall sets in. A misstep could be lethal.
 
This has been a glorious fall! I hope most of you had 
the change to get out and enjoy it while the colors 
were at their peak. We all tend to hike the familiar 
and nearby trails. The Trails of M-22 guide book 
details Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, 
Leelanau Conservancy and Sleeping Bear pathways, 
giving lengths, difficulty and viewpoints.  Try a new 
trail -- onward and upward!
 
Invasive species alert!  Phragmites have been 
sprayed, garlic mustard pulled (much of it by Paula 
Dreeszen) and both autumn and Russian olive 
pulled out and bagged.  But they keep on springing 
up as birds spread the seeds --- also the berries of 
the Japanese barberry, which is invasive and, worse 
yet, a prime deer tick habitat.  There are many native 
shrubs that give color and provide pollinator habitat 
--plant them!                             Dori Turner, LHLA Board

Of course, we have no count of what was caught 
this past fishing season, but it’s probably fair to say 
that those who kept their bait in the water did ok. 
However, for those who wish to review quantitative 
data, the most current reference remains the Fish 
Survey and Status of Fishery Report released in the 
Fall of 2016.  If you would like a copy of this 19 page 
report, please make your request to Jim Ryan.

The most important upcoming event related to 
the quality of the Walleye fishing in the long-
term  will be  the release of 35,000 fingerlings in 
2018.  Recall, this is done every third year.

Finally, it’s not as though we need another reason 
for an all-out attack on Eurasian Water Milfoils, 
but EWM brings with it the potential for horrible 
destruction to our fishing quality as well.

Tom Engdahl, LHLA Board

SOME FALL NOTES FROM LOWER HERRING LAKE

Photos courtesy of
 LHLA Member Beth Olin

FISHING UPDATE
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This special section of the newsletter is dedicated to 
Eurasian Water Milfoil that has been found and treated 
in Lower Herring Lake. In this special edition you will 
find information on what EWM is, what it can do to a 
lake if left unmanaged, treatment options, what has been 
done to address the situation, and how you can help. 
Please take the time to thoroughly read through this 
important information. Questions and concerns can be 
directed to mark.smithppi@gmail.com

Mark Smith EWM Project Coordinator

After all the EWM activity over the past few months 
we understand how focused and dedicated our LHLA 
members and LHLA Board  members  are  to  our 
mission  “KEEP OUR LAKES HEALTHY”. To that end 
your board has become focused on the identification, 
treatment and control of EWM. The body of this update 
provides more detailed information regarding our EWM 
Program.

Studies done in Washington State comparing properties 
on lakes with EWM compared to lakes without EWM 
found that property values on lakes with EWM were 19% 
lower on average than comparable values of properties 
on non- infested lakes. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=yIgys Z5Hho8

Please take the time to gain an understanding of EWM 
and what we are facing together.
While there are many components to addressing the 
EWM issue there are a couple of components we’d like to 
bring to your attention.

The first step in maintaining the health of our lakes is 
the processing of permission slips to our LHL Riparian 
owners accompanying this newsletter. The  vendor 
Professional Lakes Management (PLM), selected by the 
Association to treat the invasive species cannot treat 
identified infestations without the Riparian owners 
written permission.

The second step in maintaining the health of our 
lakes is strong Riparian membership in the LHLA. 
We are asking for your help in gaining membership 
in the organization, so if you know of neighbors, new 
residents, summer residents that may not know or be 
members of our Association please encourage them to 
join in helping us “KEEP OUR LAKES HEALTHY”.

Please understand EWM is a problem that becomes 
much worse the longer we wait to act. Your LHLA Board 
has taken the necessary steps to get us started. Now we 
need your support to make the treatment and control of 
EWM a reality.

SO WHAT IS EURASIAN WATER MILFOIL (EWM)

EWM is an invasive species that first came to North 
America over 60 years ago. It is an aggressive aquatic 
plant that grows and spreads rapidly. It has an earlier 
growing season than native aquatic plants which allows 
it to out-compete other plants for photosynthesis often 
resulting in killing of native plants.

EWM spreads easily through fragmentation. Pieces of a 
plant break off and easily root in a new location. These 
fragments can also become entangled on prop shafts 
or boat trailers. If not caught and removed, the EWM 
fragment can be easily deposited into another (EWM-
free) lake by the unsuspecting boat owner.

EWM grows in water up to depths of 20 feet making 
shallow lakes more susceptible to widespread infestation. 
When left unmanaged, EWM will grow, creating 
extensive and thick matting on the lake surface. These 
dense mats make the infested area un-navigable to boat 
traffic, swimming and other recreational water activities

Once in a lake’s aquatic plant community, EWM can 
never be completely eradicated, but only managed. Today 
EWM is located in many of Michigan’s most popular 
lakes. And now it’s found its way to Lower Herring Lake.

Continued on Page 4
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The sketch above diagrams the plants components. EWM 
is often confused with our native Northern Watermilfoil, 
a plant found in both Green and Duck Lakes, and is 
completely healthy for our lakes.
Unfortunately, EWM easily mates with Northern Milfoil 
creating a hybrid version of EWM. The hybrid version is 
far more difficult and costly to treat.

Unfortunately, the spread of EWM has hit us very hard in 
Michigan. Many lakes are currently infested with EWM. 
Black Lake, Houghton Lake, Long Lake, Silver Lake, 
Lake Mitchell, Lake St. Helen, /Wixom Lake, Upper 
Herring Lake and Portage Lake, just to name a few. All 
these lakes and many others are engaged in a perennial 
battle of managing a plant that can never be completely 
eradicated.

EWM spreads easily through fragmentation. Pieces of a 
plant break off and easily root in a new location. These 
fragments can also become entangled on prop shafts 
or boat trailers. If not caught and removed, the EWM 
fragment can be easily deposited into another (EWM-
free) lake by the unsuspecting boat owner.

TIMELINE: LET’S GET YOU CAUGHT UP

Several years ago we identified EWM in the Outlet. For 
years we tried (in vain) to physically remove the EWM. 
Over the course of the next few years we identified 

EWM through MiCorp and the Benzie Conservation 
District. It became apparent that we needed help in 
controlling our EWM. At our 2016 LHLA Annual 
Meeting we announced the Board’s plan to interview 
and select a lake management partner. Professional Lake 
Management was chosen from a variety of contenders.  
The LHLA members approved payments of $5,000 for 
the initial Lower Herring Lake survey. The Members also 
approved $10,000 for an initial EWM Treatment. The 
surveys were conducted over several days in June, July, 
August & September of 2017. The EWM results were 
presented to the LHLA board in late June confirming 
EWM was found in Lower Herring Lake primarily 
in our Northeast corner as well in numerous areas in 
our narrow littoral zone covering approximately 22.5 
acres.  The information was presented to all lake access 
property owners at our LHLA annual meeting in July 
2017. We will share the Bathymetric and AVAS Surveys 
prepared by PLM when they are available.

WHAT ARE THE TREATMENT OPTIONS?

There are some options that exist in the fight against 
EWM. The following is a brief summary of each option 
ending with the approach selected for Lower Herring 
Lake.
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ELUM    Renerate OTF C 200HIAC ~ 12.5 Acres
ELUM    Sculpin G C 200HIAC ~ 10.5 Acres

Lower Herring Lake August 2017 EWM Treatment

Continued on Page 5
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Treatment options continued from page 4

1. DOING NOTHING
The first option is to do nothing and allow EWM to 
run its course. In 1996 EWM was first discovered 
in Houghton Lake. At 22000 acres, it is Michigan’s 
largest inland lake. For whatever reasons for several 
years nothing was done to fight back against the spread 
of EWM, and by 2002 EWM covered approximately 
11,000 acres making huge areas un-navigable.  Today, 
EWM is under control at Houghton Lake but because of 
delays in treatment it cost over a million dollars to get 
it under control.

2. MECHANICAL  HARVESTING
A couple options fall into this category. First is cutting 
plants just as you mow your lawn. This option is usually 
effective only in clearing paths through EWM for 
boating traffic.

Unfortunately, it is impossible to capture all the 
fragments created and the problem is easily exacerbated. 
Dredging is another mechanical option but it is only 
effective if the water depth can be brought to greater 
than 20 feet. As such these are not viable options for 
Lower Herring Lake. 

3. SUCTION  HARVESTING
Suction Harvesting is a relatively new approach to 
combat EWM. Scuba divers dig out plants and suck 
them into a giant “shop vac” like machine located 
above the surface (usually on a boat). This method can 
negatively impact macro invertebrates and the native 
plant community.

4. BIOLOGICAL
A native insect called the Milfoil Weevil has been used 
to fight EWM. The process occurs after the weevils lay 
their eggs on the stems of milfoil plants. Once hatched 
the larvae eat the plant stem. Although this approach 
has been used (Long Lake initially used this approach) 
the results have been largely unpredictable.

Finding a source of insects is problematic and includes 
the potential for introducing other unwanted parasites 
to the environment. Lastly, Weevils often have a problem 
surviving the cold Michigan winters.

5. CHEMICAL
There are two types of chemicals currently being used to 
fight EWM, Contact and Systemic. Contact Herbicides 
act on contact killing the plant quickly, but re-growth 
usually occurs within a few weeks. Systemic Herbicides 
are taken up by the root and often provide control 
throughout the entire growing season.

Three systemic herbicides are presently being used to 
treat EWM; 2-4D, Fluridone and Triclopyr. Fluridone 
is generally reserved for lake-wide treatment which 
is NOT the case for Lower Herring Lake. Triclopyr 
and 24-4D are both effective herbicides approved by 
the EPA, Department of Agriculture and Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality. They have been 
used in many lakes in Michigan and are the treatment 
being used for Lower Herring Lake.
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NEXT STEPS – HOW YOU CAN HELP PRESERVE OUR LAKES

The board received permission at our 2017 Annual Meeting and has selected PLM Lake and Land Management 
to be the licensed applicator. We have received permission for treatment of the south end of Lower Herring Lake, 
and we began treatment early this fall. As stated earlier, we will need the permission of our Riparian owners via the 
included permission slip to treat the rest of the EWM infestation. 

As stated earlier, once EWM is established it can never be eradicated, only controlled.
Consequently, we expect annual costs for treatments, testing, and surveys to be recurring in coming years.  

The good news:
We’ve identified the EWM infestation areas and are confident that together with PLM we can get our EWM under 
control. 

The bad news:
EWM can never be completely eradicated and we will have to be forever vigilant on our lakes.

How you can help?
      Be a promoter of our LHLA and encourage your neighbors who do not belong to join!
      Educate yourself on aquatic plants
      Make sure guests, renters, neighbors practice CBCW
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Thanks for your interest, your dedication and feedback. 
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LOWER HERRING LAKE TREATMENT
PERMISSION FORM

I hereby give permission to PLM Lake & Land Management Corp. to treat my lake 
frontage to control exotic invasive plants (i.e EWM).  In addition, I will remove 
any restriction sign at the conclusion of the longest stated time.*  I may relinquish 
this approval in writing sixty (60) days before treatment of my property and 
understand that I am giving permission indefinitely or until relinquished.  

Print Name:            Date:

Signature:          Phone:

Lake Address:

Home Address:

Location on Lake:

Signature  

Photos courtesy of
 LHLA Member Beth Olin

*(At time of treatment a dated sign will be posted advising you to stay out of the water for 24 hours.)



Board of Directors & Terms
2016 - 2019
Jim Ryan 383-1600
John Hultman 352-7042
Dee Coleman 352-7039

2017 - 2020  
Mark Smith 352-8211
David Oellerich 352-5975
Liza Barnard 352-7024

2015 - 2018
Pat Luedders 352-7040 
Dori Turner 352-9083 
Tom Engdahl 352-4427
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Association

From Bev Page
Dear Herring Lake Association:  Thanks for being 
helpful food contributors and volunteer workers for 
the LHLA Picnic at the Annual Meeting.  The past 16 
years I’ve been very lucky to have such generous people 
to work with, but I need to retire as picnic organizer.  I 
will continue to make my dish and help alongside the 
other volunteers as needed.

We need a new picnic organizer for 2018.   Please let me 
know if you are interested. Jim Ryan (231-383-1600)
has a folder for you with all the picnic guidelines and 
details in it.

Sincerely,
Bev Page 

231-352-5080/6752, or
(Nov. 1 through April 1, Florida)
352-357-1154

Prefer email?
 
We always have requests to send the Newsletter and other 
communications via email, so we’re collecting email 
addresses. If you haven’t signed up yet, forward us your 
email address by sending an email (no letters, please) to: 
lizabarnard@aol.com. Any emails sent out by LHLA will 
be “blind copied” to every recipient, and they will see only 
their own and no one else’s email address. 

And yes, we will still use regular mail  (or both) if that’s 
your choice. And please don’t forget to note for us any 
changes in email or physical address when you send in your 
dues and permission slip, or you can email lizabarnerd@
aol.com during the year with any changes. Thanks!

Photos courtesy of LhLA MeMber beth oLin


